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"*Mllhons of onions have rolled out of
Vidalia and Toombs County since the

first one was grown commercially m:‘
this area. When was that, and did the’"

man who ‘grew that first one know
that he was puttmg his county on the

map? The answer is 1931, and “No”.. "
Mose Coleman, who recalls planting .

those ﬁrst onions out of curiosity says
hé has always liked to try new things,

and for this area growing onions was -

neW' “But,” he adds with a chuckle;

“I"'never:, expected it to. turn mto"'

anythmg like this.”

"“It began in the fall of 1930,” he ..
remembers, “I was getting up my -
seed order, and my wife, Alice, was.
Helping me. I had been trying’ thmgst,u,{
such as spinach, and lettuce, and.

asparagus, and when I saw the ads for

onions in the catalogue I wondered
why people in Georgia didn’t grow . .
them. I decided I couldn’t go wrong

with a few so I placed the order.”

‘The variety he ordered was Crystal
Wax Bermuda, which was snow white
in color, shiny in appearance and very
sweet. He planted Y4 acre in a drill,
and when they came up he thinned
them out to a stand. The result was a
crop of beautiful, “‘great big’’ onions
“‘as shiny as if they had been polished
with wax.’

‘But once they were grown he had
problems. There were far too many
onions for his family to consume. He
had them gathered, and hung with
cotton tobacco twine in the
smokehouse where he usually hung
his sausage and hams, and still there
were onions left over. He cleaned out
the barn and with twine and tobacco
sticks hung the remaining Bermudas
there. There his problem was com-

pounded for the onions cured out

beautifully. He cut the tops and roots
off and knew that he had a beautiful
product. BUT, :the Depression was
begmmng, and store owners were
suspicious of onions grown locally. It
had never been done before, and

although they looked mighty pretty,

the grocers were afraid they would
niot keep for a long time. .
“I didn't know that either,” Mose

édmits.._:anLdldn.l.thmkihe mer-
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Vldaha s First Onion Grower Mose Coleman 1931.

A lot of onions were produced that
year, but the price had fallen to $1 to

Compared to the amount other.crops
were bringing it was very good. And
Mose Coleman. was learning more

how to grow the onion cheaper and to
make it last longer. One savings came

. from buying his plants from Texas

rather than growing them himself.

These plants which were grown along
the southern border by Mexican labor "

cost only 60 cents per thousand

delivered And the vellow.BRermuda:-

- $2 per bag. It was still a good price.

- about the business, He was learning-

Mose and not to buy any other k
until his supply was exhausted.

A lot of onions were sold that ye
and with so many people grow
them, Jim Coombs who had a

“truck, sent his brother out to Texa:

bring back a truckload of plants to
the local farmers. They went like
cakes.

But the Depression had grc
worse. Too many onions w
produced to be sold, and a lol
farmers, including Mr. Coleman,
several hundred bags to rot. It
then that a Mr..McNeal, who livec



chants should fry to keep- them
forever. 1. thought they should seal
them, and that the people who bought .
the?fl- should use them. But back
then,” he adds, “most grocery stores
were. 1nd1v1dually owned-—there
weren 't many chains--and the owners -
were very cautious. Since they had -
never -seen’ white, especially shiny,.

onions they were afraid they were Just

pretty .and wouldn’t keep, -

‘But the more often merchants said:
the more determined “Mose"

“no”
Coleman bécame to" acquamt them'
wnth his- -onions. His concern for the-
ohion:was becoming more ‘than’ just/
that of-a farmer trying to unload a -
crop, he was bécoming the. champion
.of that crop..With a two-wheel trailor
‘made from the" rear end-of a' Model-T
automobile hooked behmd his car he: -
‘went: from town to town, and finally ...,
soldall of his onions. He sold them for™
$3.50 per 50-1b. sack and in those days
‘that was a very bxg price. . “At that
time cotton was almost nothing,” he
,explams “Hogs were as low as 2 -
.cents per pound and cows were selling -
‘for 3°and ‘4. cents per: pound -Those -
.omon prxces were; mlghty en-
'couragmg to ‘me; for: I had ‘raised,

-picked; and sold butterbeans for1 cent
per: pound;and” cabbage for Just $20
“Per ton” . Rl

" The . next. year' Mr' Coleman

‘planted. 215 acres -of onions**and
‘Teceived-$2.50 '107$3.50 pér sack for .
them. “With the  Depression.on;2%zhe..
continues, . “other farmers. couldn’t
get enough- {or the products’ ‘the§ 'sold:
to pay for their :fertilizer They -all
thought I had found a gold mine.”
. With that attitude prevailing the
hext year, -the third year that Mr.
Coleman had planted onions, the
farmers of this area engaged in a sort
of agricultural “Follow the Leader”;
and began replacing standard crops
withthe white Bermudas. Two who
were prominent among the . move
were Maxwell Smith and Luther
Mchlda '

" Mose Coleman, recogmzmg an
opportumty to help the smaller far-
mers, and himself at the same time
persuaded some to plant for him on
halves. He furnished the fertilizer and
plants and they grew and gathered
the onions. The results were divided.
It was a popular move .and he soon
had people planting for him around
Lyons, Cobbtown, Collins, Mannassas

Glenville.
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. the business, and it is a ‘combjnatio

. ,‘s

m*to‘showtd"alr‘?ﬁ&' :

dehvered. And: the yelloszermuda*

housandrre severarhundre

then-that a. Mr,.McNeal, .who hve.
t s

which wasn’t‘as pretty-as the! ‘Crystaly- MclIntosh S

Wax but was just as'good, kept longer:.;:
' Mose switched varieties. ‘““They.- are-..

company’ prod' ei:artment for

all Bermudas;” he.explained, and are;« Mitch Brice; seeui'ed the ‘warehc
" (now the brick warehouse where
Warthen buys pecans) and stored

sweet;: mlld‘and tasty.The: Granex,
whxch fariners.are ‘growing :now:was,.;
developed, I believe, afterl got out -of:

,of the best qualities of the' ‘others.”

- ‘mid-thirties and the ‘depression was

" taking its toll of. people s pocketbooks.

per bag; 'The{,bags,had cost 10 ¢

: * edchy 50 the pric paid: dld not cc
s;no longer the problem - . :
“the beginning for they,-
_ ampxons -of -the sweet' ,
"onion;” however, it was during the

To help sell the ‘ohions:farmers had " - i ~"V’da

raised for him ¢ ‘onsh es Mose rented- | ¢

a place at the'
Columbla, 58 d
i brother-m-
‘law Red McCorkle wh was in charge
“there. .- . i
_Then he;: Mose,
agam. Whenvl\(; laliaizhad Zan
"her%smtonscxft
. Shopis now, Mo had sold produce to’
its ‘manager,a’ man;: named Paulk, -
“and liked him. The' sto;;e had closed,
but Mr. Paullg had’beep
the company® an plac
- Augusta-South ‘Ca lina ‘are:
. Mose went'to"See"him -and carrled
.some. oruons Ther e’ 4shced one up. ..

_ Paulk It was all he
had to do, Mr; Paulkg ¢him a letter - -
anagers"dlrec- _

ting thent’;fo by

retdined by ° : f

- The one;;t_ p‘} ie gl elhng
onefrom_O , igga}hathe shbuld
m

I>oniops . because t

werethe’ ¢ best roduced.

- that fariawayifror gmgand‘to he

my town,:and its onions Praised t
y&mair&meafegl n;nghty- good.”




